Grace Episcopal Church

A Parish Church in the Episcopal Diocese of Atlanta
established 1828

The Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany
February 16, 2025

Our Mission
Grace Episcopal Church 1s a congregation in communion with all that 1s in God, seen and unseen.

We are led by the example of Jesus Christ and are empowered by the Holy Spirit
to support each other through prayer, formation, worship, and service.

Our Vision

We will welcome all with kindness, acceptance, and love, with God’s help.
We are Grace, grounded in faith and relentless in compassion.






Holy Eucharist Rite I  8:15AM

Helpful notes: The 8:15 early service Is a sunple, contemplative service that offérs you a time and space for prayer. It uses the more
traditional language that can be found within the Anglican Tradition and primarily comes from the earlier 1928 Book of Common
Prayer. Please feel free (o take advantage of the quiet space before the service begins for your personal devotions.

Community Minute

Opening Acclamation BCP 323
Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Collect for Purity BCP 323

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts
of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Gloria BCP 324
The Collect of the Day

O God, the strength of all who put their trust in thee: Mercifully accept our prayers; and because through the weakness of
our mortal nature, we can do no good thing without thee, give us the help of thy grace, that in keeping thy commandments
we may please thee both in will and deed; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The First Reading: Jeremiah 17:5-10 Leaflet, page 5
Psalm 1 Leaflet, page 5
The Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:12-20 Leatlet, page 6
The Gospel Reading: Luke 6:17-26 Leaflet, page 6
The Homily: The Rev. Dr. Betsy Powell

The Nicene Creed Leaflet, page 7
The Prayers of the People Leaflet, page 7
The Confession and Absolution Leaflet, page 8
The Peace

The Offertory

The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer 1 BCP 333
The Lord’s Prayer BCP 336
The Breaking of the Bread BCP 337
Communion of the People

Prayer after Communion BCP 339
The Blessing

The Dismissal BCP 339



Prelude 7he Arrival

Community Minute

Holy Eucharist Rite Il 10:45AM

George F. Handel

Helpful notes: The word “linugy” means “the public work of the people that has a personal cost.” We mvest our energy and resources into

our common prayer. The opening portion of the liturgy invites us to gather in this space at this time, bringing all of ourselves into this shared

worship as we focus our attention on God’s love for us. We are made more aware of our union with God and with one another as we
remember that our worship of God is the core element of our lives as Christians.

At the Entrance: Hymn 493
The Opening Acclamation

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Celebrant
People

Collect for Purity

Azmon

BCP 355

BCP 355

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our

hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Song of Praise verses 1, 4, 5
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The Collect of the Day

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

O God, the strength of all who put their trust in you: Mercifully accept our prayers; and because in our weakness we can do
nothing good without you, give us the help of your grace, that in keeping your commandments we may please you both in
will and deed; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

Helpful notes: Our attention now turns to the assigned texts for the day, as we listen for the Spirit’s guidance through ancient
texts that connect with our present circumstances. We remember that it is not so much that “we read the texts,” as it is that “the
Spirit reads us through the texts.” Following the readings and hymn, the preacher will offer a sermon that seeks to help nurture
our personal and communal reflection.

The First Reading: Jeremiah 17:5-10 Reader: 8:15/Sr. Genevieve Lynn, 10:45/Donna Yaughn

Thus says the Lord: Cursed are those who trust in mere mortals and make mere flesh their strength, whose hearts turn away
from the Lord. They shall be like a shrub in the desert, and shall not see when relief comes. They shall live in the parched
places of the wilderness, in an uninhabited salt land. Blessed are those who trust in the Lord, whose trust is the Lord. They
shall be like a tree planted by water, sending out its roots by the stream. It shall not fear when heat comes, and its leaves shall
stay green; in the year of drought it is not anxious, and it does not cease to bear fruit. The heart is devious above all else; it 1s
perverse— who can understand it? I the Lord test the mind and search the heart, to give to all according to their ways,
according to the fruit of their doings.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 1 8:15/Leader: Sr. Genevieve Lynn, 10:45/chanted by the choir BCP 585

1 Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, *
nor lingered in the way of sinners,
nor sat in the seats of the scornful!
2 Their delight is in the law of the Lord, *
and they meditate on his law day and mght.
3 They are like trees planted by streams of water,
bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither; *
everything they do shall prosper.
4 Tt 1s not so with the wicked; *
they are like chaff which the wind blows away.
Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, *

Cn

nor the sinner in the council of the righteous.
6  For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, *
but the way of the wicked 1s doomed.



The Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:12-20 Reader: 8:15/Linden Gaspar, 10:45/Susan Lahey

Now if Christ 1s proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say there 1s no resurrection of the dead? If there
1s no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not been raised; and if Christ has not been raised, then our proclamation has
been in vain and your faith has been in vain. We are even found to be misrepresenting God, because we testified of God
that he raised Christ--whom he did not raise 1if it 1s true that the dead are not raised. For if the dead are not raised, then
Christ has not been raised. If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. Then those also
who have died in Christ have perished. If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied.

But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have died.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

At the Sequence: Hymn 635 Wer nun den lieben Gott
The Gospel Lesson: Luke 6:17-26

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus came down with the twelve apostles and stood on a level place, with a great crowd of his disciples and a great multitude
of people from all Judea, Jerusalem, and the coast of Tyre and Sidon. They had come to hear him and to be healed of their
diseases; and those who were troubled with unclean spirits were cured. And all in the crowd were trying to touch him, for
power came out from him and healed all of them.

Then he looked up at his disciples and said:

“Blessed are you who are poor,
for yours is the kingdom of God.
“Blessed are you who are hungry now,
for you will be filled.
“Blessed are you who weep now,
for you will laugh.
“Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude you, revile you, and defame you on account of the Son of
Man. Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, for surely your reward is great in heaven; for that 1s what their ancestors
did to the prophets."
"But woe to you who are rich,
for you have received your consolation.
"Woe to you who are full now,
for you will be hungry.
"Woe to you who are laughing now,
for you will mourn and weep.
"Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is what their ancestors did to the false prophets."

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Homily: The Rev. Dr. Betsy Powell



The Nicene Creed A/l stand. BCP 358

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that 1s, seen and unseen.

We believe 1n one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
m accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and 1s seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
‘With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
‘We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People Form IV Leader: 8:15/Sr. Genevieve Lynn, 10:45/Chaudron Gille BCP 388
Let us pray for the Church and for the world.

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live together in your love, and reveal
your glory in the world.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we may honor one another and
serve the common good.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.



Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly in the service of others and to
your honor and glory.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Bless all whose lives are closely inked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, and love one another as he
loves us.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; especially Susan Paul Johnson and Joan Hopkins,
parishioners, and Steve Thropp, husband of choir member Amy Thropp, give them courage and hope in their troubles, and
bring them the joy of your salvation.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

We commend to your mercy all who have died, especially John Garland III, that your will for them may be fulfilled; and we
pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Grace Episcopal Church is a congregation in communion with all that 1s in God, seen and unseen. We are led by the
example of Jesus Christ and are empowered by the Holy Spirit to support each other through prayer, formation, worship,
and service.

We will welcome all with kindness, acceptance, and love, with God’s help. We are Grace, grounded n faith and relentless n
compassioin.

The Confession and Absolution BCP 360
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept.

Leader and People

Most merciful God,

we conless that we have sinned against you

1 thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk m your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Celebrant concludes with an absolution or a suitable Collect.



The Peace BCP 360

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

Please be seated.

Helpful notes: We have arrived at the pomt of the liturgy that focuses our attention on Christ’s presence with us in the Holy
Eucharist. “Eucharist” means “thanksgiving,” and we are called to remember our gratitude to God for the blessings of our lives.
Together, we share in Holy Communion, which we believe is the Real Presence of Chirist both within the bread and wine and
within each soul present. We ofler ourselves and visualize ourselves on the altar, as we pray for a transformation of heart that
will nurture our ongoing lives.

The Offertory Anthem 7he Beatitudes, Matthew 5: 3-12 Robert Lehman

Blessed 1s the poor 1in spirit, for theirs 1s the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.
Blessed are the meek for they shall inherit the earth. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they
shall be satistied. Blessed are the merciful for they shall obtain mercy. Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.
Blessed are the peace makers for they shall be called Sons of God. Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness,
for theirs 1s the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when men revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil
against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad for your reward is great in heaven for so men persecuted the prophets
who were before you.

At the Presentation: Hymn 408 verses 1,3  Please stand Mit Freuden zart
The Great Thanksgiving Please stand as you are able. BCP 361

Eucharistic Prayer 2 Enriching our Worship
Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People We Iift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People 1t 1s right to give our thanks and praise.

Celebrant

‘We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From before time you made ready the
creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all things into being: sun, moon, and stars; earth, winds, and waters;
and every living thing. You made us in your image, and taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled against you, and
wandered far away; and yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would not forget us. Time and again you called us to live
mn the fullness of your love.

And so this day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity, hifting our voices to magnify
you as we sing (say):

Sanctus: Hymn S130 Hymns beginning with an S are found i the service music section at the front of the hymnal.

The people stand or kneel.



Then the Celebrant continues.

Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin and death and to reveal the
riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus
the holy child of God. Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick, and
proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we were heedless of his call to walk in
love. Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be glorified by you.

On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave thanks to you, broke it, and gave
1t to them, and said: “Take, eat: This 1s my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” As supper
was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to you, gave it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This
1s my Blood of the new Covenant, which 1s poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it,
do this for the remembrance of me.”

Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and risen, who was and is and 1s to
come, we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, and ourselves, a living sacrifice. Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that
they may be the Body and Blood of Christ. Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation, the
Body of Christ given for the world you have made. In the fullness of time bringus,with [____ and] all your saints,
from every tribe and language and people and nation, to feast at the banquet prepared from the foundation of the world.
Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and

ever. AMEN.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread BCP 364

10



The Fraction Anthem: Hymn 876 from Wonder, Love & Praise
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Celebrant Behold who you are: The Body of Christ.
People May we become what we recerve.

Please be seated. Ushers will guide the congregation forward for Holy Communion.

The disciples knew the Lord Jesus

Helpftul notes: To receive, please proceed up the center aisle and fill around the altar from the back to the front. If you do not wish to recerve

the consecrated bread and wine, simply cross your arms over your chest. We will offer a blessing for you as we share in Holy Communion.

You may stand or kneel at the altar rail. Please return to your seat by the side aisles.
Communion Music

Hymn 656

Hymn 440

11
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Prayer after Communion  Please kneel or stand as you are able. BCP 366
Celebrant Let us pray.

Almighty and everliving God,

we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food

of the most precious Body and Blood

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;

and for assuring us i these holy mysteries

that we are living members of the Body of your Son,

and herrs of your eternal kingdom.

And now, Father, send us out

to do the work you have given us to do,

to love and serve you

as farthful witnesses of Christ our Lord.

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,

be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.
Helpful notes: We remember now that we have not left the world: rather, we have brought our entire selves into this time and space to be

transformed by the Spirit’s presence i our hearts. Now, we give thanks for this time of shared prayer, and we look toward the ways we can
embody the Light of Christ in the world.

The Blessing

Closing Hymn 423 St. Denro
The Dismissal

Postlude Fanfare Jacques Lemmens

12



FOR YOUR CALENDAR

e The Soul Work Book Club will meet at 7 PM on Zoom on the fourth Sunday of each month, beginning February 23.
Our first book 1s The Great Search by John Philip Newell.

o Representatives from Camp Mikell will visit during the CE hour (9:30 - 10:30 AM) on February 23 to meet with
families, play games, and answer questions about retreats and summer camp.

e  Stop by the Ministry Fair on February 23 from 9:30 - 10:30 AM to learn about ways you can get more involved in the
good work being done by this community.

e Join us at 6 PM on Wednesday, February 26 for an evening with Laura Rives as she shares stories and pictures from her
mcredible trek to Everest Base Camp! Bring your own beverage and an appetizer to share.

e The youth invite you to the annual Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper (and BINGO!) on March 4 from 6-7:30 PM. Sign
up at www.gracechurchgainesville.org/pancakes by Thursday, February 27.

THINGS TO NOTE

o  Welcome guest organist George Atwell.

e  Christian Education (CE/Sunday School) classes meet from 9:30 - 10:30 AM most Sundays until May 4. Exceptions are
February 16, April 6, April 13, and April 20.

e If your ministry group would like to share information about the faithful work you are doing in this community at the
February 23 ministry fair, please email Fr. Stuart (stuart@gracechurchgainesville.org) by Monday, February 17.

o Explore the Glimpses of Grace podcast on your podcast app of choice or at www.gracechurchgainesville.org/podcast.

e  Prayer is at the heart of our life as a faith community. Grace Church invites members of the parish to request prayer at
www.gracechurchgainesville.org/prayer.

o We invite visitors and newcomers to fill out a Welcome Card, online at www.gracechurchgainesville.org/welcome or in
the pew (and dropped in the offering plate), so we can share information about Grace and answer any questions.

e  The nursery is located in the children’s education wing and 1s available to all children age 4 and under on Sunday
mornings from 8:00 AM until noon.

e Services at Grace Church are live-streamed/recorded so that we may include those who cannot be with us physically.
www.gracechurchgainesville.org/photo-video-policy.

COPYRIGHTS & PERMISSIONS

All music 1s reprinted by permission under www.Onelicense.net (license number A-701954).

Music from The Hymnal 1982 © Church Pension Fund, except where noted below:

Prelude: The Arrival George F. Handel; Postlude: Fanfare Jacques Lemmens | H493 Words: Charles Wesley (1707-1788), alt.; Music: Azmon, Carl
Gotthilf Gliser (1784-1829); adapt. and arr. Lowell mason (1792-1872) | One More Step Along the World I Go Southoot, Sydney Carter (1905-2004)
arr. Lionel Drakes (1924-2003) | H277 Words: Roland Ford Palmer, b. 1891; Music: Raquel, Skinner Chavez-Melo, b. 1944 | H635 Words: Georg
Neumark (1621-1681); tr. Catherine Winkworth (1827-1878), alt.; Music: Wer nur lieben Gott, Georg Neumark (1621-1681) | The Beatitudes,
Matthew 5: 3-12, Robert Lehman, 2014 St. James Music Press | H408 Words: Johann Jacob Schiitz (1640-1690); tr. Frances Elizabeth Cox (1812-
1897), alt., Music: Mit Freuden zart, melody from “Une Pastourelle gentile,” 1529; Adapt. Pseaumes cinquante de David, 1547, and Kirchengeseng
darmnen die Heubtartickel des Christlichen Glaubens gefasset, 1566 | S130 Setting: From Deutsche Messe, Franz Peter Schubert (1797-1828); arr.
Richard Proulx (b. 1937) | H876 The disciples knew the Lord Jesus from Wonder, Love, and Praise, Jack Warren Burnam (b.1946), Copyright: ©
1986 Jack Warren Burnam | H656 Words: sts. 1 and 8, John Keble, (1792-1866) alt.: sts. 2 and 4, William John Hall, (1793-1861); Music: Franconia,
melody Johann Balthasar Konig, (1691-1758), adapt. and harm. William Henry Havergal, (1793-1870) | H440 Words: Tobias Clausnitzer (1619-1684);
tr. Catheerine Winkworth (1827-1878), alt., Music: Liebster Jesu, melody Johann Rudolph Ahle (1625-1673); alt. Das grosse Cantional oder Kirchen-
Gesangbucly, harm. George Herbert Palmer (1846-1926) | H423 Words: Walter Chalmers Smith (1824-1908), alt.; Music: St. Denio , Welsh hymn,
from Caniadau y Cyssegr, 1839; adapt. John Roberts (1822-1877); harm. The English Hymnal, 1906, alt. |
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THE EPISCOPAL
DIOCESE OF ATLANTA

GRACE CHURCH

CHILDREN OF GRACE
PRESCHOOL

The Right Rev. Robert C. Wright, Bishop

‘Website: www.episcopalatlanta.org

Main entrance on Boulevard

Office address: 422 Brenau Avenue, Gainesville, GA 30501
Office Hours: Monday - Thursday from 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Phone: 770-536-0126

‘Website: www.gracechurchgainesville.org

CLERGY & STAFF

The Rev. Stuart Higginbotham, DMin, Rector, stuart@gracechurchgainesville.org

The Rev. Brandon Nonnemaker, EAD, Associate Rector for Children, Youth & Families
brandon@gracechurchgainesville.org

Lynn Swanson, Music Director/Organist, Iswanson@gracechurchgainesville.org

Sr. Genevieve Lynn, Pastoral Assistant, sistergl@gracechurchgainesville.org

Reba Page, Parish Administrator/Finance, rpage@gracechurchgainesville.org

Jennifer Williams, Director of Communication, jwilliams@gracechurchgainesville.org

Jeremy Landers, Facility Manager, jlanders@gracechurchgainesville.org

Jessica Voyles, Ministry Coordinator, office@gracechurchgainesville.org

Mike McPeek, Worship Technology Assistant

PRIEST ASSOCIATES, RETIRED
The Rev. David B. Powell

The Rev. Betsy Jennings Powell, MD
The Rev. Cynthia Park, PhD

VESTRY & OFFICERS Emails found at www.gracechurchgainesville.org/about/vestry
Term ends 2026 Jim Brim
Stuart Deaderick, Senior Warden
Helen Scowill
Anita Smith
Term ends 2027 Sue Bowron
Kimberley Boyd, Junior Warden
Steve Carlson
Cheryl Kelley
Term ends 2028 Jim Bradley
Jo Brewer
Darlene Hauserman
Jason Voyles
Amy Munn, Treasurer
Doug McDulff, Assistant Treasurer
Susan Lahey, Clerk of the Vestry

Jason Voyles, Chancellor

Office Hours: 9 AM - 1PM

Phone: 770-536-9088

Website: www.gracechurchgainesville.org/cog

Meg McPeek, Director, mmcpeek@gracechurchgainesville.org

Liz Katz, Assistant Director, lkatz@gracechurchgainesville.org
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